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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

After a long summer of travel, recreation, anduegs including
a 5-day vacation tdNiagara Falls and Toronto Canadaand
later a daytrip to Lake George we come togetheinagih a
renewed determination to foster and promote outurall
heritage, rich in the tradition of music and song.

Following a hugely successful4d" Anniversary Spring
Concert in May, preparations for outiederabend on
November 2% under the guidance of our Dirigent Jerry Hoch
and Accompanist Sherry Thomas, are coming along wetl.
We are putting the final touches on our concerg@am; one
more rehearsal and i&howtime

2009 annual election | would like to take this opportunity to
thank all the officers, committees and chairpersand all the
work-teams for their hard work, dedication, and ogtment.

| would also like to commend all the members wheehkept
their promises to uphold the traditions and cultofethe
Kingston Maennerchor and Damenchor so it couldinaatto
flourish and prosper. | am very proud to have \edrkvith
you all this past year to keep us in the forefrainbur cultural
awareness in the City of Kingston and the Statdenf York.

Most of the incumbents will continue their commitrinéo the
chor, however two officers will step down after marears of
dedicated service and support. | would like tcerothem an
Aussergewohnlich! Vielen Dankfor all their efforts.

As our Financial Secretary, Doris Vogt deservestamding
ovation for her many years of volunteer service and

commitment. Doris, was always a hard worker, supepo
mentor, and friend to the Kingston Maennerchor and
Damenchor. She will continue to serve as Chaiguefsr our

Good & Welfare Committee and as a reporter on évestetter.

Robert Rossler steps down as our Vice Presidenter @e
past few years he has endured and exceptional @nafun
physical and emotional anxiety and yet has alwaygsva us a
smile, a good heart, and continued hard work amdngitment.
Bob is a fighter and does not allow negativismnterifere with
his life’'s work or ambition. He has become an irajpn to his
family and friends.

Doris and Bob may now finally sidestep some of teavy
liting, but we know they will continue to offer wgod advice,
guidance, and counseling whenever it is soughtratitkir usual
friendly and courteous manner. We thank them fortheir

devotion and commitment to their German heritage @riture,
and wish them a speedy recovery and return totair. c

Congratulations and thank you to Annemarie Harms fo
stepping up to the plate once again and acceptimgadsition
as Financial Secretary. We know she will work hasl she
has in the past, and continue Doris’ fine workhattoffice.

As you know, our many activities throughout the ryeae
designed to help educate and enlighten our comgnunit
cultural German heritage and tradition. | woulglto ask our
newer members to follow Doris and Bob’s example affdr
their skills to help continue and further advance chorus in
our endeavors to preserve and promote German epltur
heritage, and tradition through music and song.

There are many exciting events scheduled for thieafe2008:
the Liederabend on 11/22, the Children’s Christiagy with
Santa and his friends on 12/07, and the very rifleand
inspiring German Christmas Church Service on 12/Rlease
check your calendars and make a commitment to sugpar
Germanic culture, heritage, and tradition by comtogour
activities and events. You'll find good times, eitolle Zeit
mit Gemutlichkeiund vielSpass

May this holiday season touch your hearts and bpiace to
your souls. Zum bevorstehenden Weihnachtsfest semde
Euch die besten Glick und Segenswinsche. Frohliche
Weihnachten und ein glickliches Neues Jahr gefllit
Hoffnung, Friede, und HeiterkeitTo the pending Christmas
celebration we send you wishes of best luck andsinigs.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year filled withpép
peace, and serenity.

Mit freundlichen Sangergrifen und Kamer adschaft,
With friendly Singers' Greetings and Camaraderie

Hermann

NEW YORK STATE
SAENGERBUND

35" Sangerfest 2009

Our member choruses are preparing for and enttioallys
anticipating our next sangerfest hosted by the aUtic
Mannerchor on 12 thru 14 June 2009. Many of thailde
such as hotel accommodations, banquet faciliticassM
Chorus Concert, and the Prize Singing Competitian a
already in place. You may find the details on ew
York State Séangerbund website at just click

on



INTRODUCING...by Doris Vogt & Christa Scheitz
We hope you will take the time to extend a hanétiehdship
and welcome to:

Jack Furman

Jack was introduced to the club by Walter Vogt and
Franz Heigemeir. They met at exercise classesat th
YMCA in Kingston. Jack was accepted as a member on
May 14, 2008 and joined as a worker and supporting
member. He was born in Sewaren, NJ and now lwes i
Saugerties, NY with his wife Kathleen. They haeet
married for 18 years. Jack has a son and daufybtara
previous marriage and he has seven grandchildren.

Jack was in the U.S. Navy for two years active duty
serving aboard the destroyer U.S.S. Hunt, as aegsnn
mate. His educational record is impressive. Henalied
Monmouth College for two years, Newark State foo tw
years, where he earned his Bachelor's Degree in
Elementary Education. He earned his Masters Degjree
Seton Hall, NJ, in Educational Administration anel h
attended Columbia University in New York City for
their Doctoral Program.

Jack taught B Grade in Plainfield, NJ for four years and
he was Dean of Admissions at Ricker College in
Houlton, Maine for two years. He was the Assistant
Dean of Admissions at Union and Cranford Collegie
also attended the N. J. Institute of Technologytifmee
years and finally, was Director of Continuing Ediica

at SUNY, New Paltz for 21 years. Jack loves kilfis
was certainly in the right profession.

Jack is retired now so he enjoys woodworking, mati
travel and he collects antique trains. Both Jaak lais
wife are very supportive of our local Coast Guard
Station in Saugerties. Jack’s son is a Captaith@
Coast Guard, stationed in Seattle, Washington,as& J
and Kathleen like to provide a home away from home
for the local crew. | know the crew has been inlite
their home for football games, etc. and | know iy

are surprised with doughnuts, etc. that appear
mysteriously at their work stations.

It is great to see folks supporting the troops.arikyou
Jack and Kathleen and “Welcome to the Club” Jack.

An Old Farmer's Advice

"y

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

One of the most important and most rewarding aspect
of our work in preserving and promoting German
culture, heritage, and tradition through music sondg is
that of educating our youth and scholarship.

Each May we bestow scholarship awards to graduating
high school students who have excelled in the Germa
language studies in our area schools. We alsodecl
the Rhinebeck - Rheinbach Exchange Prografearts
Across the Water

We are a charitable 501c3 not for profit organizati Please
send your tax-deductible donations to help us oot
support the future leaders of our German-American
community

|| Linda Koelmel, Chairperson ||

Kingston High School - Elizabeth Joyce
Teacher Ms. Holly Bruce
Onteora Central High Schooal - Elise DeSantis
Teacher Ms. Margit Kaindl-Richer
Red Hook High School - Wendy Glickenhouse
Teacher Ms. Erica Kreider-Mueller
Rhinebeck - Rheinbach Exchange Program
Hearts Across the Water
Saugerties High School — Senior Chorus
Teacher Mr. Jerry Hoch

Wherein theWorld Are They Now?

2003 Scholarship Recipient
Heather Michael - Red Hook High School

In her remarks in 2003, Dorothy Birmingham wrote,
“Heather has been accepted at Hamilton Collegeravhe
she will major in chemistry or biochemistry, andpbhe

to attend medical school and become an internigté
recently learned that Heather has entered her dg@ar

in medical school.

2007 Scholarship Recipient
Katherine Wilsey - Onteora Central High School

After completing her one-year Congress - Bundestag
Scholarship studying at the Albert Schweitzer Ursity

in Crailsheim, Germany, Katherine has returned to
America, has accepted a full scholarship, andtending

the College of Saint Rose in Albany, NY.

We congratulate them both on their accomplishments
and wish them continued success in rheir future
endeavors.



An American Home from Afghanistan

Major Wayne Nitzschner
With a new friend in Afghanistan

Editors Note: This is the %' article submitted by Army Major
Wayne Nitzschner. Wayne, is the son of our Truatea
Nitzschner and has now returned safely back to faer

Hello again and greetings from Wayne Nitzschnes tihe
home safe and sound in Yorktown, Virginia. Mr. Kuoel
asked me for an update from my experiences over in
Afghanistan and to discuss the return trip. Befod® that,
just wanted to say it was great seeing and/or mgetdme of
you when we visited my mom shortly after | returned

The deployment itself was a great experience arwhnhe
home with a much different opinion and attitude wbo
Afghanistan and the Afghan people. As | said inlast note,
the Afghans for the most part are so hopeful to thesr
government and the Coalition succeed. But as geuos the
news, there are great obstacles to overcome asekihs the
enemy has focused its energy into Afghanistan. Whek
over there was very fulfilling and the group | dgd with is
currently in the process of briefing the resultotighout the
Department of Defense. | am back to my old job and
conducting various types of analysis on differemtem sets
facing the Joint (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine)rees.

| would like to personally thank everyone for dangtwhat
you did towards the Volunteer Community RelatioWCR)
program. My boss, Col Jackson was great in allgwime
time to participate in this program and | went dntfips to
refugee camps, schools, orphanages, hospitals, pander
areas of Kabul. The reaction of the Afghans, esfigcthe
kids made it priceless. | will send a couple oftpies to
Herm and hopefully they will be with this article.

As far as the journey home (yes it was a journdyiyst of all
we stayed almost a month longer than originallywp&d. One
thing | have learned by being in the military fa lang as |
have is not to count on exact dates because tlgeconktant is
change. Well our replacement team finally arrivadthe
beginning of August and off we went.

Wayne Nitzschner
With school kids, stuffed animals, and starburshfighanistan

The first leg of the journey took us from Afghaaistto the
country of Qatar. | have never felt heat like d ¢ Qatar. It
was 104 degrees at 4 AM in the morning with verghhi
humidity. We spent almost two days there waiting dur
“rotator” flight back to the US. Upon leaving weade stops
in Cyprus, ltaly (Aviano Air base), Germany (RanstAB
just west of Kaiserslautern), and Baltimore befgedting to
Norfolk and driving home. While everything wenthsewhat
smoothly, we pretty much traveled for 35 hoursmust say
though | have never had a bet®ubwaysandwich as | did
when we got to Baltimore. Funny how we tend toetde
simple things for granted.

Again, Thank you for the opportunity to cdlmiite to
your newsletter and now | am off to face a much emor
daunting and challenging task than Afghanistanchize my
teen how to drive!! Be happy you are in New YorkHope
all is well with all of you and you all have a waaréll
upcoming Holiday Season.

h P A
Major Wayne Nitzschner
USO tour with NFL Commissioner Roger Goddell,
Saints QB Drew Brees, Giants DE Osi Umenyiora,
Cowboy Cheerleaders and several movie actors. They
all autographed the football.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
Hildegard Edling - Historian/Archivist

Germans in the United States

The year 2008 marks the 4banniversary' of the arrival

of Germans in the United States. @ Those Germans
arrived in 1608 and lived in the English settlemant
Jamestown, Virginia.

However, it wasn't until 1683 that a German setietmvas
established on American soil. That year, Fran@asi@
Pastorius led thirteen German families from Krefeld
Germany to America. They sailed on thencord andn
October 6, 1683 founded Germantown, Pennsylvania
which is now part of the city of Philadelphia. 3hi
community founded 325 years ago was for a timerthjer
German immigration center in this country.

Some "firsts" initiated at Germantown, Pennsylvaari

in 1688, the first formal protest against slaveny1690,
the first paper mill in America; and, in 1743, thest
Bible in a European language (German) was primed i
Germantown.

If the date October 6 resonates with you thatesdite set

by President Ronald Reagan in 1987 as German-
American Day. It was also the date for the Passori
Day bicentennial celebrated in 1883 and the German-
American Tricentennial celebrated in 1983.

Somehow that date has never been celebrated ijpaway
in our area. Perhaps it is something we shouhd titbout.

Excerpted from German Life October/November 2008

TALENT CORNER by Hildegard Edling

It seems that artistic talent is filtering downahgh the
generations of Maennerchor family members. Many of
you know of memberJosie Brendle's talent as a
decorative artist. Seen at a recent HomeschooShAow
held at the Woodstock Artist's Association were
watercolors by two of Josie's granddaughtBalka Dot
Circles andLuna Moth were painted byercy Danner
andMushroomswas painted by her sist&age Danner.
These are two talented young ladies and we lookafiat

to seeing more of their work.

Herman and Linda Koelmel's granddaughter, 11-year-
old Amanda Rose Brunner, represented Woodstock
Elementary School last spring playing clarinethia All-
Ulster-County Orchestra. A few weeks later she was
recognized with a New York State Student Music Alvar
in piano achieving a 100 percentile in her age eads
category. She had to perform in a one-on-one
competition with the music adjudicators. In Sefiem

in addition to the clarinet, she started on Saxophior

the school jazz ensemble. What do you supposesshe
doing for an after school activity? She’s learniagplay

the guitar. Her younger sister Carolin Rose i®ynp

the violin. They both sing in the school chorugd an
church choir. Someday they may become a two girl —
five-piece band. While Amanda holds a Red Belt in
Karate, sister Carolin enjoys gymnastics.

Franz Heigemeir's pastel and ink composition titled
WAAM won Frist Prize and Best in Show (The Robert
Orsini Award) at a recent Woodstock Artist's Asation
show titled Small Works on Paper. Franz also ppsied

in the First Saturday studio tour held in the Kingsarea
and exhibited his works at the 77 Cornell Streéiding.

For those of you who enjoy art and meeting artisgsday
was a wonderful way of seeing many different asther

in their studios or in space at the 77 Cornelletoeilding.
This is an annual event so check your calendatsfaiex



Mannergesangverein Liederkranz aus Hepberg, Bayern

This summer our good friends at thi&V Liederkranzin
Hepberg, Bavaria celebrated thei"@hniversary. On
of the highlights of the celebration was the elmratbi
their long time President and Leader Siegfried Rlgim
the position of Honorary President.

We fondly remember the manggemutichen Liederaber
together.We thoroughly enjoyed singing in concert and aeplg
appreciative of our reception from the Gemeindebeiep

We congratlate their membership, and officers, for t
years of continued hard work, commitment,
dedication. We applaud the chorus and Music Dar
for their expertise, musical proficiency, and patie, ir
maintaining their high standard of choral perfame
excellence. We salute Sigi for his outstandinglézahip
friendship, and fellowship.

Oberammergau Passion Play

The Oberammergau Passion Play in southern Bavaas
first performed in 1634. A year earlier, villagenade
pledge to perform Gist's Passion if the bubonic plag
or “Black Death”, which was ravaging through Cetl
Europe, would fail to claim further victims
Oberammergau. Miraculously, no further deaths aec
after this pledge and the first play was duly perfed a
Easter the following year.

Since 1634, the Passion Play has been perforngdifoes
The custom of performing tHeassionsspielevery ten yea
started in 1680. Noticeable exceptions were 18601894

when wars prevented the performance and 1934 a4l 19

when additional anniversary performances were held.

In 2010 the village will perform the play for thést time
maintaining the continuity of this unique world fans even
Over 2,000 amateur players, almost half of Oberagané
total population, erform the Passion Play. Just over
have speaking roles with the main actors altergati®nly
locals may perform, actors must have been bol
Oberammergau or have lived there for more thanezls
No false beards or hair are used inFlassionsspielstarting
in February 2009, all male actors must allow had bearc
to grow until after the final performance.

The epic performance is long; a good five hourss
three hour break. In 2010, in a break from pre\
custom, the show will be in ¢hafternoon and evenir
The first half is from 2:30 to 5 pm and the secdradf
from 8 to 10:30 pm.

Discussion has started as to the possibility afiimy up tc
fifty singers from around the state to join in aoert tour ¢
Germany in 2010, including visit to the Passion Play
Oberammergau. More information will be availaldetla
feasibility and details of such a tour is developed






37 Greenkill Avenue
Kingston, New York 12401

Vielen Dank!

THANK YOU to the following SPONSORS who have so
generously underwritten the 2008 Newsletters.

Joan Arena Oskar Benzenhoefer

Jeff Davis Fred & Lieselotte Hatesaul
Herman & Linda Koelmel Fred Kunz

Inge Luettger Alina Nitzschner

Inga Martin Pack Family

Christa Scheitz Rosemarie Stuedlien

Kurt Sulzbach

For the latest information please visit our website

www.nyssb.org/KMD.htm
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