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AA  MM EESSSSAAGGEE  FFRROOMM   OOUURR  PPRREESSII DDEENNTT  
 

After a long summer of travel, recreation, and leisure, including 
a 5-day vacation to Niagara Falls and Toronto Canada, and 
later a daytrip to Lake George we come together again with a 
renewed determination to foster and promote our cultural 
heritage, rich in the tradition of music and song. 
 

Following a hugely successful 140th Anniversary Spring 
Concert in May, preparations for our Liederabend on 
November 22nd, under the guidance of our Dirigent Jerry Hoch 
and Accompanist Sherry Thomas, are coming along very well. 
We are putting the final touches on our concert program; one 
more rehearsal and it's Showtime. 
 

2009 annual election:  I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the officers, committees and chairpersons, and all the 
work-teams for their hard work, dedication, and commitment.  
I would also like to commend all the members who have kept 
their promises to uphold the traditions and culture of the 
Kingston Maennerchor and Damenchor so it could continue to 
flourish and prosper.  I am very proud to have worked with 
you all this past year to keep us in the forefront of our cultural 
awareness in the City of Kingston and the State of New York. 
 

Most of the incumbents will continue their commitment to the 
chor, however two officers will step down after many years of 
dedicated service and support.  I would like to offer them an 
Aussergewöhnlich! Vielen Dank! for all their efforts. 
 

As our Financial Secretary, Doris Vogt deserves a standing 
ovation for her many years of volunteer service and 
commitment.  Doris, was always a hard worker, supporter, 
mentor, and friend to the Kingston Maennerchor and 
Damenchor.  She will continue to serve as Chairperson for our 
Good & Welfare Committee and as a reporter on the newsletter. 
 

Robert Rossler steps down as our Vice President.  Over the 
past few years he has endured and exceptional amount of 
physical and emotional anxiety and yet has always shown us a 
smile, a good heart, and continued hard work and commitment.  
Bob is a fighter and does not allow negativism to interfere with 
his life’s work or ambition.  He has become an inspiration to his 
family and friends.   
 

Doris and Bob may now finally sidestep some of the heavy 
lifting, but we know they will continue to offer us good advice, 
guidance, and counseling whenever it is sought and in their usual 
friendly and courteous manner.  We thank them for all their 
devotion and commitment to their German heritage and culture, 
and wish them a speedy recovery and return to our choir. 
 

Congratulations and thank you to Annemarie Harms for 
stepping up to the plate once again and accepting the position 
as Financial Secretary.  We know she will work hard, as she 
has in the past, and continue Doris’ fine work in that office. 
 

As you know, our many activities throughout the year are 
designed to help educate and enlighten our community in 
cultural German heritage and tradition.  I would like to ask our 
newer members to follow Doris and Bob’s example and offer 
their skills to help continue and further advance our chorus in 
our endeavors to preserve and promote German culture, 
heritage, and tradition through music and song.   
 

There are many exciting events scheduled for the rest of 2008: 
the Liederabend on 11/22, the Children’s Christmas Party with 
Santa and his friends on 12/07, and the very reflective and 
inspiring German Christmas Church Service on 12/21.  Please 
check your calendars and make a commitment to support your 
Germanic culture, heritage, and tradition by coming to our 
activities and events.  You’ll find good times, eine tolle Zeit 
mit Gemütlichkeit und viel Spass! 
 

May this holiday season touch your hearts and bring peace to 
your souls. Zum bevorstehenden Weihnachtsfest senden wir 
Euch die besten Glück und Segenswünsche. Fröhliche 
Weihnachten und ein glückliches Neues Jahr gefüllt Mit 
Hoffnung, Friede, und Heiterkeit.  To the pending Christmas 
celebration we send you wishes of best luck and blessings.  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year filled with hope, 
peace, and serenity. 
 

MM ii tt   ff rr eeuunnddll iicchheenn  SSäännggeerr ggrr üüßßeenn  uunndd  KK aammeerr aaddsscchhaaff tt ,,  
With friendly Singers' Greetings and Camaraderie 

HHeerrmmaannnn  
 
 

 

NNEEWW      YYOORRKK       SSTTAATTEE  
SSAAEENNGGEERRBBUUNNDD  

 
 

35th Sängerfest 2009 
 

Our member choruses are preparing for and enthusiastically 
anticipating our next sängerfest hosted by the Utica 
Männerchor on 12 thru 14 June 2009.  Many of the details 
such as hotel accommodations, banquet facilities, Mass 
Chorus Concert, and the Prize Singing Competition are 
already in place.  You may find the details on the New 
York State Sängerbund website at ������������	  just click 
on 
� �
 ����	�������  
 



II NNTTRROODDUUCCII NNGG…by Doris Vogt & Christa Scheitz 
We hope you will take the time to extend a hand of friendship 
and welcome to: 
 

JJaacckk  FFuurr mmaann  
 

Jack was introduced to the club by Walter Vogt and 
Franz Heigemeir. They met at exercise classes at the 
YMCA in Kingston.  Jack was accepted as a member on 
May 14, 2008 and joined as a worker and supporting 
member.  He was born in Sewaren, NJ and now lives in 
Saugerties, NY with his wife Kathleen.  They have been 
married for 18 years.  Jack has a son and daughter from a 
previous marriage and he has seven grandchildren.  
 

Jack was in the U.S. Navy for two years active duty, 
serving aboard the destroyer U.S.S. Hunt, as a gunners 
mate.  His educational record is impressive. He attended 
Monmouth College for two years, Newark State for two 
years, where he earned his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Elementary Education. He earned his Masters Degree at 
Seton Hall, NJ, in Educational Administration and he 
attended Columbia University in New York City for 
their Doctoral Program.   
 

Jack taught 5th Grade in Plainfield, NJ for four years and 
he was Dean of Admissions at Ricker College in 
Houlton, Maine for two years.  He was the Assistant 
Dean of Admissions at Union and Cranford College.  He 
also attended the N. J. Institute of Technology for three 
years and finally, was Director of Continuing Education 
at SUNY, New Paltz for 21 years.  Jack loves kids so he 
was certainly in the right profession. 
 

Jack is retired now so he enjoys woodworking, boating, 
travel and he collects antique trains. Both Jack and his 
wife are very supportive of our local Coast Guard 
Station in Saugerties.  Jack’s son is a Captain in the 
Coast Guard, stationed in Seattle, Washington, so Jack 
and Kathleen like to provide a home away from home 
for the local crew. I know the crew has been invited to 
their home for football games, etc. and I know that they 
are surprised with doughnuts, etc. that appear 
mysteriously at their work stations. 
 

It is great to see folks supporting the troops.  Thank you 
Jack and Kathleen and “Welcome to the Club” Jack.  
 
 

AAnn  OOlldd  FFaarr mmeerr '' ss  AAddvviiccee  
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SSCCHHOOLL AARRSSHHII PP    AAWWAARRDDSS  
 

One of the most important and most rewarding aspects 
of our work in preserving and promoting German 
culture, heritage, and tradition through music and song is 
that of educating our youth and scholarship.   
 

Each May we bestow scholarship awards to graduating 
high school students who have excelled in the German 
language studies in our area schools.  We also include 
the Rhinebeck - Rheinbach Exchange Program   Hearts 
Across the Water. 
 

We are a charitable 501c3 not for profit organization.  Please 
send your tax-deductible donations to help us continue 
support the future leaders of our German-American 
community  
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Linda Koelmel, Chairperson  
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KK iinnggssttoonn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll   --  EEll iizzaabbeetthh  JJooyyccee  
Teacher Ms. Holly Bruce 

OOnntteeoorr aa  CCeenntt rr aall   HHiigghh  SScchhooooll   --  EEll iissee  DDeeSSaanntt iiss  
Teacher Ms. Margit Kaindl-Richer 

RReedd  HHooookk  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll   --  WWeennddyy  GGll iicckkeennhhoouussee  
Teacher Ms. Erica Kreider-Mueller 

RRhhiinneebbeecckk  --  RRhheeiinnbbaacchh  EExxcchhaannggee  PPrr ooggrr aamm 
Hearts Across the Water 

SSaauuggeerr tt iieess  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll   ––  SSeenniioorr   CChhoorr uuss  
Teacher Mr. Jerry Hoch 

 
 
 
 

WWhheerr ee  iinn  tthhee  WWoorr lldd  AArr ee  TThheeyy  NNooww??  
 

2003 Scholarship Recipient 
Heather Michael - Red Hook High School 

 

In her remarks in 2003, Dorothy Birmingham wrote, 
“Heather has been accepted at Hamilton College, where 
she will major in chemistry or biochemistry, and hopes 
to attend medical school and become an internist.”  We 
recently learned that Heather has entered her second year 
in medical school.  
 
 

2007 Scholarship Recipient 
Katherine Wilsey - Onteora Central High School 
 

After completing her one-year Congress - Bundestag 
Scholarship studying at the Albert Schweitzer University 
in Crailsheim, Germany, Katherine has returned to 
America, has accepted a full scholarship, and is attending 
the College of Saint Rose in Albany, NY. 
 

We congratulate them both on their accomplishments 
and wish them continued success in rheir future 
endeavors. 
 
 
 



AAnn  AAmmeerr iiccaann  HHoommee  ff rr oomm  AAffgghhaanniissttaann  
 

 
Major Wayne Nitzschner 

With a new friend in Afghanistan 
 

Editors Note: This is the 2nd article submitted by Army Major 
Wayne Nitzschner.  Wayne, is the son of our Trustee Alina 
Nitzschner and has now returned safely back to America. 
 

Hello again and greetings from Wayne Nitzschner this time 
home safe and sound in Yorktown, Virginia.  Mr. Koelmel 
asked me for an update from my experiences over in 
Afghanistan and to discuss the return trip.  Before I do that, 
just wanted to say it was great seeing and/or meeting some of 
you when we visited my mom shortly after I returned. 
 

The deployment itself was a great experience and I came 
home with a much different opinion and attitude about 
Afghanistan and the Afghan people.  As I said in my last note, 
the Afghans for the most part are so hopeful to see their 
government and the Coalition succeed.  But as you see on the 
news, there are great obstacles to overcome and it seems the 
enemy has focused its energy into Afghanistan.  The work 
over there was very fulfilling and the group I deployed with is 
currently in the process of briefing the results throughout the 
Department of Defense.  I am back to my old job and 
conducting various types of analysis on different problem sets 
facing the Joint (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines) Forces. 
 

I would like to personally thank everyone for donating what 
you did towards the Volunteer Community Relations (VCR) 
program.  My boss, Col Jackson was great in allowing me 
time to participate in this program and I went on 15 trips to 
refugee camps, schools, orphanages, hospitals, and poorer 
areas of Kabul.  The reaction of the Afghans, especially the 
kids made it priceless.  I will send a couple of pictures to 
Herm and hopefully they will be with this article. 
 

As far as the journey home (yes it was a journey).  First of all 
we stayed almost a month longer than originally planned.  One 
thing I have learned by being in the military for as long as I 
have is not to count on exact dates because the only constant is 
change.  Well our replacement team finally arrived in the 
beginning of August and off we went.   
 

 

Wayne Nitzschner 
With school kids, stuffed animals, and starburst in Afghanistan 

 

The first leg of the journey took us from Afghanistan to the 
country of Qatar.  I have never felt heat like I did in Qatar.  It 
was 104 degrees at 4 AM in the morning with very high 
humidity.  We spent almost two days there waiting for our 
“rotator” flight back to the US.  Upon leaving we made stops 
in Cyprus, Italy (Aviano Air base), Germany (Ramstein AB 
just west of Kaiserslautern), and Baltimore before getting to 
Norfolk and driving home.  While everything went somewhat 
smoothly, we pretty much traveled for 35 hours.  I must say 
though I have never had a better Subway sandwich as I did 
when we got to Baltimore.  Funny how we tend to take the 
simple things for granted. 
 

       Again, Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to 
your newsletter and now I am off to face a much more 
daunting and challenging task than Afghanistan, teaching my 
teen how to drive!!  Be happy you are in New York!!  Hope 
all is well with all of you and you all have a wonderful 
upcoming Holiday Season. 
 

 

MM aajj oorr   WWaayynnee  NNii ttzzsscchhnneerr   
USO tour with NFL Commissioner Roger Goddell, 
Saints QB Drew Brees, Giants DE Osi Umenyiora, 
Cowboy Cheerleaders and several movie actors.  They 
all autographed the football. 
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VCR Program (Pool House) 
CSTC-A 

APO, AE 09356 
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FFRROOMM   TTHHEE  AARRCCHHII VVEESS  
Hildegard Edling - Historian/Archivist 

 

Germans in the United States 
 

The year 2008 marks the 400th anniversary' of the arrival 
of Germans in the United States.   Those Germans 
arrived in 1608 and lived in the English settlement at 
Jamestown, Virginia. 
 

However, it wasn't until 1683 that a German settlement was 
established on American soil.  That year, Francis Daniel 
Pastorius led thirteen German families from Krefeld, 
Germany to America.  They sailed on the Concord and on 
October 6, 1683 founded Germantown, Pennsylvania 
which is now part of the city of Philadelphia.  This 
community founded 325 years ago was for a time the major 
German immigration center in this country. 
 

Some "firsts" initiated at Germantown, Pennsylvania are: 
in 1688, the first formal protest against slavery; in 1690, 
the first paper mill in America; and, in 1743, the first 
Bible in a European language (German) was printed in 
Germantown. 
 

If the date October 6 resonates with you that is the date set 
by President Ronald Reagan in 1987 as German-
American Day.  It was also the date for the Pastorius 
Day bicentennial celebrated in 1883 and the German-
American Tricentennial celebrated in 1983. 
 

Somehow that date has never been celebrated in a major way 
in our area.  Perhaps it is something we should think about. 
 

Excerpted from German Life October/November 2008 
 
 
 

TTAALL EENNTT    CCOORRNNEERR        by Hildegard Edling 
 

It seems that artistic talent is filtering down through the 
generations of Maennerchor family members. Many of 
you know of member Josie Brendle's talent as a 
decorative artist. Seen at a recent Homeschool Art Show 
held at the Woodstock Artist's Association were 
watercolors by two of Josie's granddaughters. Polka Dot 
Circles and Luna Moth were painted by Mercy Danner 
and Mushrooms was painted by her sister Sage Danner. 
These are two talented young ladies and we look forward 
to seeing more of their work. 
 
Herman and Linda Koelmel’s granddaughter, 11-year-
old Amanda Rose Brunner, represented Woodstock 
Elementary School last spring playing clarinet in the All-
Ulster-County Orchestra.  A few weeks later she was 
recognized with a New York State Student Music Award 
in piano achieving a 100 percentile in her age and class 
category.  She had to perform in a one-on-one 
competition with the music adjudicators.  In September, 
in addition to the clarinet, she started on Saxophone for 
the school jazz ensemble.  What do you suppose she is 
doing for an after school activity?  She’s learning to play 
the guitar.  Her younger sister Carolin Rose is enjoying 
the violin.  They both sing in the school chorus and 
church choir.  Someday they may become a two girl – 
five-piece band. While Amanda holds a Red Belt in 
Karate, sister Carolin enjoys gymnastics. 
 
Franz Heigemeir's pastel and ink composition titled 
WAAM won Frist Prize and Best in Show (The Robert 
Orsini Award) at a recent Woodstock Artist's Association 
show titled Small Works on Paper. Franz also participated 
in the First Saturday studio tour held in the Kingston area 
and exhibited his works at the 77 Cornell Street building.  
For those of you who enjoy art and meeting artists this day 
was a wonderful way of seeing many different artists either 
in their studios or in space at the 77 Cornell Street building.  
This is an annual event so check your calendars next fall. 



MMäännnneerrggeessäännggvveerreeiinn  LLiieeddeerrkkrraannzz  aauuss  HHeeppbbeerr gg,,  BBaayyeerr nn  

 

This summer our good friends at the MGV Liederkranz in 
Hepberg, Bavaria celebrated their 80th Anniversary.  One 
of the highlights of the celebration was the elevation of 
their long time President and Leader Siegfried Puppele to 
the position of Honorary President. 
 

We fondly remember the many Gemütlichen Liederabende 
together.  We thoroughly enjoyed singing in concert and are deeply 
appreciative of our reception from the Gemeinde Hepberg. 
 

We congratulate their membership, and officers, for their 
years of continued hard work, commitment, and 
dedication.  We applaud the chorus and Music Director 
for their expertise, musical proficiency, and patience, in 
maintaining their high standard of choral performance 
excellence.  We salute Sigi for his outstanding leadership, 
friendship, and fellowship. 
 
 

OObbeerr aammmmeerr ggaauu  PPaassssiioonn  PPllaayy  
 

The Oberammergau Passion Play in southern Bavaria was 
first performed in 1634.  A year earlier, villagers made a 
pledge to perform Christ’s Passion if the bubonic plague, 
or “Black Death”, which was ravaging through Central 
Europe, would fail to claim further victims in 
Oberammergau. Miraculously, no further deaths occurred 
after this pledge and the first play was duly performed at 
Easter the following year. 

 Since 1634, the Passion Play has been performed forty times. 
The custom of performing the Passionsspiele every ten years 
started in 1680.  Noticeable exceptions were 1870 and 1940 
when wars prevented the performance and 1934 and 1984 
when additional anniversary performances were held. 
 

In 2010 the village will perform the play for the 41st time, 
maintaining the continuity of this unique world famous event.  
Over 2,000 amateur players, almost half of Oberammergau’s 
total population, perform the Passion Play.  Just over 120 
have speaking roles with the main actors alternating.  Only 
locals may perform, actors must have been born in 
Oberammergau or have lived there for more than 20 years.  
No false beards or hair are used in the Passionsspiele starting 
in February 2009, all male actors must allow hair and beards 
to grow until after the final performance. 
 

The epic performance is long; a good five hours plus 
three hour break. In 2010, in a break from previous 
custom, the show will be in the afternoon and evening. 
The first half is from 2:30 to 5 pm and the second half 
from 8 to 10:30 pm. 
 

Discussion has started as to the possibility of inviting up to 
fifty singers from around the state to join in a concert tour of 
Germany in 2010, including a visit to the Passion Play in 
Oberammergau.  More information will be available as the 
feasibility and details of such a tour is developed. 
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37 Greenkill Avenue 
Kingston, New York 12401 

 

 

 

Vielen Dank! 
 

THANK YOU to the following SPONSORS who have so 
generously underwritten the 2008 Newsletters. 
 

Joan Arena      Oskar Benzenhoefer 
Jeff Davis         Fred & Lieselotte Hatesaul 
Herman & Linda Koelmel    Fred Kunz 
Inge Luettger      Alina Nitzschner 
Inga Martin      Pack Family 
Christa Scheitz     Rosemarie Stuedlien 
Kurt Sulzbach       
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For the latest information please visit our website 
www.nyssb.org/KMD.htm 
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Newsletter Staff: 
Editor   Hermann Koelmel 
Transcription  Christa Scheitz 
Talent Corner/Archives Hildegard Edling 
Introducing  Doris Vogt 
Overseas Correspondent Wayne Nitzschner 
Reporters   Club Members 

  

�
�������
������ ������
�������������
���������
  

����
������������������	� ������������������������
��������������
��������������������������� �!�������
��������"���� �#��������$��%���
�
��

 

Kingston Maennerchor 
and Damenchor Inc. 

CCaalleennddaarr   ooff   EEvveennttss  22000088//99 
&���$$�!��� '������(���� 	���"�)�$������� *���+�'�����
#�����!��� ,�� ����-��,�������������
� ����"�).����"� � !�����
#���$��!��� /������,������!������� ����"�).����"�� *�( 
�0�����
#���$$����� !������+�1��������
� 
����"�� �
0����	�!��� $�2$��#�������33������
� ����"�)4����"�� 5 ��6���7�
��(�$��!��� ��������� ���������� � ����"�)�����"�� /����6���8� ��
����$$�!��� !����
�*������ %������)�$���"�� �
9"���	�!��� !"�����#����� ����"��)�����"�� 0���:�����
��
��
�!��� �.� �� �!"�����,������� 	���"��)�$������ ����1�"��
0����$)�.�� �4 �� �&;!!*�!<��������� :����=�&�8�;��7� �
0���$	�!��� >�����7 ������ $���"�)
����"�� 6���������� �
9���%�!��� /���������� ����"�)4����"�� �

OOff ff iicceerr ss  22000099  
President   Herman Koelmel 
Recording Secretary Christa Scheitz 
Corresponding Secretary Charlotte Folkl 
Treasurer   Joan Arena 
Financial Secretary  Annemarie Harms 
Liedermutter  Vivian Longto 
Liedervater  Henry Buser 
Archivist/Historian  Hildegard Edling 
Trustee 2009  Walter Bruchholz 
Trustee 2010  Alina Nitzschner 
Trustee 2011  Inge Luettger 
Honorary President Dorothy Birmingham 
Honorary President John Bruening 
Honorary President Ernest Mann 

 

Standing Committees/Chairpersons: 
Bar   John Bruening 
Good & Welfare  Doris Vogt 
House  Walter Vogt/Richard Edling 
Music  Oskar Benzenhoefer/Fred Schink 

 

Ad-Hoc & Other Committees/Chairpersons: 
Calling List  Charlotte Folkl 
Hall Rental  Walter Vogt/Carl Bell 
Work Team Coordinator Hildegard Edling 
Newsletter  Herman Koelmel 
Kinderchor  Joan Arena 
Budget   Joan Arena  
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